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teaser

Fade in:

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- NIGHT

The carnival is now all. ANIKA is at the fortune-telling booth with TRACEY. Tracey hands her a CASH BOX. Anika has another one in her arm.

TRACEY

Here's what I took in. I'd say we did pretty well.
anika
I'd say it was phenomenal. I mean, I haven't counted it yet, but this should be over a thousand bucks.
She starts away. GIL arrives, sopping wet.

GIL

Okay, I kept my side of the bargain.
anika
Bargain?
GIL

I help out with the carnival, you help pay for Cancun.
anika
I never said that.
GIL

Yes, you did. This morning, you said--
anika
If you helped with the carnival, then we'd talk. Well, here we are, we're talking.
Beat. Gil just looks at her. He speaks quietly, but he's practically quivering with emotion. 

GIL

For five years, people at this school have been laughing at me.
anika
And you still thought the grad committee would send you to Cancun? Some people might take a hint.

Anika opens her locker and stashes the cash boxes.

GIL

I--I've been dissed and--and dumped on. Tonight, I've been repeatedly dunked in cold water.
anika
You've been great. Thanks for your help.
Anika starts away. 

GIL

Anika...

(as she looks back)

You'll get yours. 

He pivots on his heel and stalks away. Anika looks after him, genuinely unsettled.

fade out

end of teaser

act one

fade in:

INT. JENNIFER'S GARAGE -- NIGHT

JENNIFER comes in, followed by CHRIS. He's carrying the stilts. They're both awkward, trying too hard to be casual.

JENNIFER

I appreciate the ride, Chris. Thanks.
chris
Yeah, it's no problem. I couldn't have you walking the streets on stilts, looking like a floozie.
Chris sets the stilts down.

JENNIFER

Yeah, people would talk.
chris
You going to be okay?
JENNIFER

Uh-huh. I've had my little meltdown, and I'll be fine.
chris
It's a bigger deal than that.
JENNIFER

I know what kind of deal it is. I'm the one who's been living with it.
Small pause.

JENNIFER (CONT'D)

Sorry.
chris
So...have any plans for lunch tomorrow?
JENNIFER

(awkwardly)

Uh, Chris--
chris
There's no agenda. I just thought maybe we could spend a little time together.
JENNIFER

Um...Eddie and I got a lot further than just friends. 

We watch this land on Chris. Long beat.

JENNIFER (CONT'D)

We were going to go travelling together...and I just needed to be honest with myself and with everyone else.

chris
Hey, honesty's great.
JENNIFER

So if you...You know, if you still want to go for lunch, I'm available at 12:15 tomorrow.
chris
Maybe...maybe I'll just see you around.

INT. mark and maggie'S APARTMENT -- DAY

LAUREL emerges from the bedroom, pulling on her robe, to find MARK gathering his books for school. She looks relieved.

LAUREL

I thought I'd missed you.
mark
No, I've got a meeting with the counselor to talk about all this college stuff.
LAUREL

Great.
mark
Besides, I don't go very far. You know, work, maybe down to the mall. You're the one who goes jetting off all over the world.
LAUREL

I'm going to tell my agent no...

Mark stops. 

LAUREL (CONT'D)

And I think we should go somewhere for spring break.
mark
Like where?
LAUREL

Any place that's just us...so don't forget your toothbrush.
mark
Wait, you thought all this up last night?
LAUREL

Yeah, well, you were snoring. I had a lot of time on my hands. So what do you think?
mark
I think I should snore more often. 

The PHONE RINGS, breaking the moment. Mark answers it.

MARK

(into phone)

Hello. 

(beat)

What? He didn't show up at all?
LAUREL

(guessing)

Travis?
MARK

(into phone)

No, I haven't heard a word. 

INT. SCHOOL -- corridor -- DAY

Anika and BEKKA head down the staircase together.

BEKKA

Oh, and, hey, great job with the carnival.
anika
Thanks.
As Bekka moves off, Craig intersects with Anika.

craig
So, what have you decided about Derek's scam?
They move into—

int. school – refreshment area – continuous

Anika moves to the drink machine.

anika
Oh, for God's sake. It's like being stalked by Jiminy Cricket.
craig
Anika, this is about your soul.
anika
If you must know, Derek and I discussed it in depth. The auction is totally above-board, and we're not scamming anybody.

Anika buys a drink from the machine.

craig
Okay, then, if you're not scamming someone else, then you're probably being scammed.
anika
Oh, God.
Anika heads toward the corridor. Craig pursues.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR – continuous

Craig follows Anika down the hall to her locker.

CRAIG

Think about it. Has anyone actually seen this car? Has anyone met the old lady?
anika
No, not since she dropped dead.
CRAIG

My guess is this car doesn't even exist.

Anika undoes her lock, pulls the locker door open and stops dead, staring.

anika
The money.
CRAIG

Exactly, this is about getting a bunch of pigeons to hand over 500 bucks.
anika
No, the money from the carnival. I left it in my locker last night. It's gone.
Off Anika's huge dismay

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- DAY

Chris grabs a coffee and moves to a table. Gil hovers over him, trying a desperate hard sell.

GIL

The flight's at 2:00, so we meet at the airport at 12:30.
chris
We?
gil
You, me, maybe Mickelson, because guys like us, we've got what it takes, and I'm just waiting to hear you say the word.
chris
No.

Chris leaves. Gil follows him to the door.

gil
Wrong word, dead wrong. Oh, man.
INT. SCHOOL -- REFRESHMENT AREA -- DAY

On Tracey and KEVIN looking thoroughly taken aback.

KEVIN

Me?
tracey
You're the only one I gave the combination to.
KEVIN

That would be, like, illegal.
tracey
Kevin, did you give the combination to anybody else?
KEVIN

Why would I do that?
tracey
And you were by yourself when you opened up the locker? Nobody else saw you do it?
KEVIN

No, of course not. 

(beat)

Well...except for Gil.
tracey
Gil Kurvers?
KEVIN

He wouldn't do anything like that.

Tracey shoots him a look.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- DAY

Wayne sits with A.J.

WAYNE

Well, I got some quality time in with my stamps, and sometimes, it's good to, you know, take some time out, figure where things are going in your life, and get back on track.
A.J.

(laughing)

You're hilarious. You know that?

A.J. gets up to grab a coffee. Wayne follows her.

WAYNE

Uh...no, not really.
A.J.

We should get together tonight.
WAYNE

Tonight?
A.J.

Tomorrow's the first day of spring break.
WAYNE

But I'm still grounded.
A.J.

So wait till your parents are asleep, then sneak out.

They sit at a nearby table.

WAYNE

(vaguely appalled)

Sneak out?
A.J.

I can meet you at the park, or else you could just come to my place. What do you think?
Wayne hesitates and swallows hard.

WAYNE

A.J., you have many excellent and wonderful qualities...but we're not good for each other.
Wayne gets up and beetles out the door. Off A.J.

INT. SCHOOL -- BOYS' WASHROOM -- DAY

A mournful Wayne with MITCH.

WAYNE

It was probably one of the hardest things I've ever had to do, but I could see the road she was leading me down.
mitch
Litvak, you ever considered the possibility that you really, really need to get a life?
That's when Travis enters, the image of nonchalance.

WAYNE

(beelines over)

Travis, what happened to you last night?
travis
(indicates Mitch)

I crashed at his place.
WAYNE

Well, you are in so much trouble, and ever since you moved in, you've been trying my dad's patience, and this morning, he finally cracked. After he called the cops...he locked himself in his quiet room and missed his car pool.
travis
Tell someone who cares.

Travis moves on.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Travis and Gil walk together.

TRAVIS

So...you still thinking about Cancun?
gil
Even if I have to go by myself.
TRAVIS

Yeah, me and Mitch Lecky are thinking about going away for a few days. Maybe Seattle or something.
gil
Cool.
Travis heads away as Kevin approaches. Seeing Gil, Kevin trails to a stop, blanching.

GIL

Are you going to be there? At the airport?
kevin
Gil. The money...
GIL

Don't worry about the money. If you're broke, I'll pay for you.
kevin
Where are you going to get that kind of cash?
GIL

That's my business. Let's just say the money's taken care of.
kevin
(small voice)

Oh, boy.
GIL

Dude, when you're munching digestive biscuits at the retirement home, you can look back and say, "In grade 12, I went to Cancun with my main man Gil Kurvers."
kevin
Someone stole the take from the carnival.
GIL

What are you talking about?
kevin
1,000 bucks. It was in Anika's locker.
For a moment, Gil just looks at him, then realizes.

GIL

Hang on. You're asking if I took it?
kevin
Well, you got the lock open. You tell me what to think.
Gil just stares at him, stunned.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- DAY

Tracey and Anika.

TRACEY

We all know Gil can be an idiot, but this...
gil
Well, you heard what he said to me last night. I mean, he's obviously doing this to get back at me.
Anika gathers her things.

tracey
Where are you going?
anika

To call the police, Tracey, to tell the world.
Anika nearly collides with Derek on his way in.

derek
So did you give him the money?
anika

(distracted)

What?
derek
Howard. You gave him the 500 bucks, right?
anika

(snapping)

No, Derek, I did not give Howard the $500, because I wasn't interested in being scammed out of my college money.

Anika picks up the payphone.

derek
The car just sold half an hour ago for 4,800. We've already got an offer for 40,000.
anika

What?
derek
Everybody's going to make a killing. You didn't invest the money?

Anika slams the phone down. She bolts out the door, leaving Derek horrified.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Gil moves into the corridor, red-faced and upset. He runs into ERIN.

ERIN

Oh, Gilbert.
gil
I didn't take the money, all right?
ERIN

And who did?
gil
How should I know?
ERIN

This time, you've really done it. This time, you're going up the river. You're going to the big house.

Gil stops at his locker. All of a sudden, Gil has gone very still, as if a penny has started to drop. 

travis (o/s)
...Head to Seattle, see what happens.

Follow Gil’s POV to Travis and Bekka heading down the staircase.

bekka
It's cool. Who are you going to go with?

Erin drones on, genuinely upset.

erin
You know, I thought I knew you, and I mean, sure, we've had our differences, but I really thought you were a much better person.
Gil walks up to Travis.

GIL

Travis, where'd you get the money?
travis
What money?
GIL

You told me you're going to Seattle.
travis
So? You're going to Cancun.
GIL

Because I lined up a summer job with my uncle--two months of reeking servitude with Kurvers' Septic Systems. I talked him into giving me an advance, but where did you get the money?

Bekka pipes up, addressing the small crowd beginning to gather.

bekka
I don't believe this. Everybody knows Gil did it, and now he's trying to blame an innocent person.
Anika comes steaming up to join them, followed by Tracey.

ANIKA

(to Gil)

You are so busted. You're the only one that had the combination.
tracey
Except for me and Kevin, but we're honest people.
ANIKA

Thick as two fence posts, but honest.
tracey
I beg your pardon?
gil
Travis knew the combination. He was standing right there when we opened it.
ANIKA

What?
Everyone stops dead. Travis flinches.

TRAVIS

Yeah, right.
Travis starts to move away. Gil catches his arm.

GIL

Where'd you get the money?
TRAVIS

Hey.
Travis tries to pull free, but Gil holds on.

MARK (o/s)

Let him go.

Mark strides toward them. 

GIL

(to Mark; protesting)

I'm telling you, he was--
Mark nudges Gil out of the way.

maRK
Kurvers.
travis

(to Mark)

Thanks, man.
mark
Is it true? You said you're going away for spring break?
travis
So what if it is?
mark
Then I think you'd better answer Kurvers' question.
Suddenly, everything has gone very quiet again. Beat.

travis
This is completely stupid.
mark
Travis, where did you get the money from?

Travis looks at Mark. A terrible, frozen moment. He bolts. Mark goes after him.

fade out

end of act one

act two

fade in:

EXT. SCHOOL -- DAY

Travis comes roaring down the back steps. Mark comes roaring after him.

MARK

Travis!
Travis shoves Mark away, hard, and starts away again. 

travis

Just leave me alone.
MARK

For God's sake, why the hell would you?
After a few strides Travis trails to a stop, the fight draining out of him. Dismal silence.

travis

Because I'm an asshole, all right?
MARK

Yeah, you are.
travis

And because I've had it. I can't stay at that place anymore, Mark. They hate my guts, and I hate them.
MARK

Then why wouldn't you tell me?
travis

I tried...but you have your own life, and why should you care?
Mark is genuinely shaken. Travis is fighting back tears.

MARK

Look, we'll work it out, okay?
travis

Yeah. Yeah, sure we will.
MARK

You're going to give the money back. I'm going to talk to the police and see if they can cut you some slack. 

(beat)

Travis, I'm sorry.
travis

What for? You didn't do anything.
MARK

Yeah, exactly.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

The hallway is full and festive as students leave for spring break. Jennifer comes around the corner and nearly bumps into Chris, who's coming out from the Refreshment Area. A small, deeply awkward moment. Chris ducks his head, about to continue past.

JENNIFER

Chris? 

(off his look)

It's okay. I'd feel the same way if I was you, and you have every right.
Jen moves away quickly. Chris's glance lingers after her.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR – further along -- DAY

Gil stands at his locker door. A deeply awkward-looking Kevin moves to his locker beside Gil.

KEVIN

So, Jeez, you're working at your uncle's this summer.
gil
Yeah.
KEVIN

Cleaning septic tanks.
gil
I was planning to keep it to myself, you know, since it's not exactly the kind of job you want to brag about.
KEVIN

Hey, good honest work.
gil
You really thought I'd steal that money? I mean, you guys really see me as someone like that?
KEVIN

(floundering)

Well, just because we know you're so way out there, you know, a rebel, no--no boundaries.
gil
(beat)

Yeah?
KEVIN

Yeah, totally.
But Kevin's assurance is completely lame, and they both know it. Gil sighs.

gil
Sure.
Gil starts away. Kevin checks him.

KEVIN

Look, just because people see you that way, I--I still see you as my best friend, so maybe when you get back from Cancun--
gil
I'm not going to Cancun.
KEVIN

But you said you had a ticket.
gil
Who am I trying to kid? I'm not a legend. I'm Gil Kurvers.
He slumps away and intersects with Erin, who has been watching from a distance. She falls into step with him.

erin

So I suppose you think I owe you an apology.
gil
We don't owe each other anything.
erin

All right, fine, I'm sorry for thinking those horrible things about you.
gil
Erin, I don't care.
erin

Look, I should have known you weren't actually a thief, despite all your other faults, and God knows you've got zillions of them.
gil
Go away.

He accelerates, heading for the doors. Erin calls after him:

erin

Do you want to know what your biggest fault is? You're a quitter.
Gil stops, and turns back, glowering.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- DAY

Anika enters and sees Derek at the counter. She makes her way over to him. He doesn't look at her.

ANIKA

So this car...it actually sold for 40,000?
derek
Yep.
ANIKA

So everybody who invested...
derek
Made $3,500 clear profit, and it was all perfectly legal.

Derek gets up and moves away. Anika follows.

ANIKA

Okay, then, possibly, I made a mistake.
derek
Some people might say that, yeah.
ANIKA

(coy)

But still, are you saying our relationship isn't worth $3,500?
derek
Hmm...
Derek pauses. And Anika's eyes widen as she realizes:

ANIKA

My God, you have to think about it?
derek
Well, you know what I could do with $3,500?
Anika just stands there, cut to the quick.

ANIKA

If that's all I mean to you, then I'm so glad this relationship is over.

She hurries off.

INT. SCHOOL -- RADIO STUDIO -- DAY

Shannon is at work editing audio tape when STEVIE knocks. Small pause.

STEVIE

Craig said you were still here.
shannon
I'm kind of in the middle of things.
STEVIE

I knew my parents were going to freak out when they found out I was gay, so...I freaked out and broke up with you, which maybe was kind of irrational.
shannon
Yeah, well...
Stevie keeps going. As she does, the words start spilling faster and faster. 

STEVIE

You know, the second time in two weeks that I told you I didn't want a relationship, so I can see how you might think there's a bit of a pattern being established here, and how...trying a third time might not be a really high-percentage move, and ever since, I've had this feeling that maybe I screwed up a really great thing by being, you know, a bit of a fuss-budget, and if that's true, then I feel really lousy about it, and that's what I came to say...and maybe you could say something now, so I'd stop blithering like an idiot?
Stevie trails off. Shannon just looks at her.

shannon
What the hell is a fuss-budget?
STEVIE

How should I know?
They both begin to laugh.

STEVIE (CONT'D)

I really missed you.
shannon
Yeah.
They step into a hug. The hug becomes a kiss, and that's when we REVEAL WAYNE staring through the glass, his eyes wide as saucers. Whole new vistas are opening up before him.

INT. mark and maggie’s APARTMENT -- NIGHT

Laurel is in the living room vacuuming, when Mark comes wearily in. He grins as she turns the vacuum off.

MARK

There's a domestic tableau.
laurel
Don't get too used to it.

She steps into a lingering kiss.

LAUREL (CONT'D)

How'd it go?
MARK

It took forever. Meetings with Ravenson, the cops, about 47 phone calls to my mom. Looks like we got everything worked out.
laurel
Are they going to press charges?
MARK

Not if Travis agrees to move to Calgary to live with Mom and Dennis. He doesn't want to, but he has no choice.
laurel
That's great.
But there's a strain in her smile and Mark sees it.

MARK

What's up?
laurel
I've been thinking...
MARK

Uh-oh.
laurel
Is this really going to work? I mean, I still want to go to New York and study, and then after that, who knows?
MARK

Well, exactly, that's the future. Anything could happen.
laurel
Well, what if we're just the high-school romance that can't survive in the real world?
MARK

Is that what you think?
laurel
Well, I'm just asking. I mean, what's the point if you're only going to end up getting hurt in the end?
MARK

What's the point if you don't even try in the first place?
laurel
Are you sure about that?
MARK

Yeah.
laurel
Good, because so am I, and...

She fishes out TWO PLANE TICKETS. 

LAUREL (CONT'D)

I got us tickets to San Francisco.
MARK

When?
laurel
Tomorrow morning.
MARK

Uh...I wish. 

(off her look)

Travis is all afraid of what Dennis is going to say, so I told him I'd go with him on the bus, make sure everything is all straightened out. I'm not going to be back for three, four days.
Silence. Laurel summons a bleak little smile.

laurel
Do you ever get the feeling the universe is trying to send you a message?
INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- NIGHT

A.J. comes in and approaches Wayne at the computers playing a game

A.J.

So what do you want?

Wayne stops playing.

wayne
Thanks for coming.
A.J.

And what are you doing here anyway? I thought you were grounded.
wayne
I snuck out, and I'm here, and I'm swilling caffeine and playing Psychotic Intruder.

Wayne starts toward a table. A.J. follows.

A.J.

Look, I haven't got all night.
wayne
A.J., I saw something today that made me realize there's a whole world out there, and you only live once, and I can't believe I broke up with you, and...

He fishes a BOTTLE OF BEER out of his BACKPACK, and very surreptitiously hands it to her. Beat.

wayne (cont’d)

Here.
a.j.
What's this?
wayne
It's a bottle of beer.
a.j.
I can see that.
wayne
Well, I...I thought we could go somewhere and...drink it.
a.j.
It's non-alcoholic.
Wayne checks the label and discovers she's right. Beat. 

WAYNE

Uh, I'll get better at this rebellion stuff.
A.J.

You wild thing.
EXT. PLAZA -- NIGHT

Mark and Laurel walk together.

LAUREL

If you get back by Thursday, we could still go away for the weekend.
mark
Yeah, go to Victoria, stay at the Empress...
LAUREL

Yeah, it's not San Francisco, but it's something.
mark
And then what?
LAUREL

And then we have a few months.
mark
And then you go to New York.
LAUREL

Probably...and you start college right here.
mark
I guess.
LAUREL

You could come with me.
mark
Or we could split the difference, live halfway in between.
LAUREL

Well, that would be somewhere near Winnipeg.
mark
Hey, I've heard decent things about Winnipeg.
LAUREL

I've heard there are mosquitoes.
mark
Nothing's perfect.
LAUREL

Well, tonight's pretty good.
Small pause. Mark smiles.

mark
No matter what else happens...tonight's great.
LAUREL

I love you.
mark
I love you, too...from the first second I saw you.

They kiss. 

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- NIGHT

Anika comes in and trails to a stop as she sees Derek at the bar fixing his coffee. Beat. Summoning aplomb, Anika strides to the opposite end of the bar.

ANIKA

(to the server)

Skinny mocha, please.
DEREK

Okay, so maybe we are worth $3,500.

Anika smiles a small smile.

ANIKA

(coldly)

You actually think that changes anything?
DEREK

I'm just saying--
ANIKA

What if it had been 5,000?
DEREK

Let's not push it.
They glance sidelong and both begin to grin. 

WAYNE (o/s)

Oh, my gosh! 

Reveal Wayne looking to the TV.

wayne (cont’d)

It's Gil Kurvers.
Derek and Anika swivel to stare. On the TV screen.

gil (on tv)

I want to say hello to all my buddies back home, to those who believed and to those who doubted.

Erin bounds into frame next to him.

erin (on tv)

Hi, everybody!
ANIKA

(thunderstruck)

Erin Woodbridge?
erin (on tv)

Hi, Mom. Hi, Dad. I'm sure you're probably not too pleased, but, hey, we'll talk later.
gil (on tv)

And right now, I want to send a very special message to a very special friend--Anika Nedeau.
erin (on tv)

This one's for you, chica.
Gil and Erin look to each other, flying on adrenaline, then they turn, bending over and pulling down their pants to moon the camera. Just as bare butts are about to show, we go to Anika, staring in shock and incredulity. A GREAT CROWD CHEER goes up.

Anika looks at Derek, unamused.

INT. JENNIFER'S GARAGE -- NIGHT

Jennifer comes in, turns on the light, and discovers Chris sitting on the couch. She stops dead.

chris

Do I look like a guy who gives up that easily?
They smile broadly at each other. 

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- NIGHT

Tracey sits with Kevin. She has her deck of TAROT CARDS.

KEVIN

So...what's going to happen?
tracey
With the rest of our lives?
KEVIN

How about the rest of spring break? 

Tracey turns over a card, it's THE LOVERS. Kevin grins.

KEVIN (CONT'D)

Okay, so we're cool. How about everyone else?
Tracey starts turning more cards, face-up on the table.

INSERT: TWO TAROT CARDS, one with GIL'S FACE, and one with ERIN'S FACE.

GIL (V/O)

Gil and Erin will return home to find themselves in truly humongous trouble. They will be grounded for the next seven years...
ERIN (v/o)
But it will have been worth it.

TWO MORE CARDS: SHANNON AND STEVIE

STEVIE (v/o)
Stevie and Shannon will go camping at Golden Ears Park...
shannon (v/o)
And they'll spend three days in a tent, getting rained on.

TWO MORE CARDS: WAYNE AND A.J.

A.J. (v/o)
Wayne and A.J. will buy matching dog collars...
WAYNE (v/o)
And keep drinking non-alcoholic beer.
TWO MORE CARDS: CRAIG AND ANIKA

ANIKA (v/o)
Craig will continue to pursue lost causes...
CRAIG (v/o)
Including Anika.
ANIKA (v/o)
Wait till you see me in my prom dress.
TWO MORE CARDS: JEN AND CHRIS

CHRIS (v/o)
Jen and Chris will have coffee. This will go well, so they'll have lunch.
JEN (v/o)
They're now contemplating dinner...
CHRIS (v/o)
Followed by breakfast.
JEN (v/o)
Don't get ahead of yourself, Laidlaw.
EXT. PLAZA -- NIGHT

Mark and Laurel continue to kiss underneath the stars.

LAUREL (v/o)
Mark and Laurel will decide to give up everything to be together...
MARK (v/o)
Or else maybe that just won't work.
LAUREL (v/o)
Either way, you know what? It'll be all right. 

They stop for a beat, gazing at each other.

fade out

end of act two

end of season
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