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teaser

fade in:

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- DAY

ANIKA fixes her coffee at the counter. TYLER enters and approaches.

TYLER

Tonight, 7:00.
anika

I'm not scheduled to work.
TYLER

No, we're going out.
anika

I did not agree to go out with you.
TYLER

You owe me dinner.

DEREK enters, newly arrived back in town, looking uncharacteristically dapper. He's just in time to hear--

anika

You're my boss. This is very inappropriate, and it totally reeks of sexual harassment.

Derek steps in.

derek
Besides...she's going out with me.
TYLER

You've got to be kidding me.

He puts his arm around her for effect. Anika's startled, but quickly covers. She smirks at Tyler.

anika

Snooze, you lose.
Tyler looks at the two of them, incredulous.

TYLER

Fine. You two deserve each other.
He stalks off. Anika turns to Derek, somewhat awestruck.

derek
Anika Nedeau, right?
anika

Derek MacMahon. I really appreciate that.
derek
Well, I can't stand to see a guy hassling a woman.
anika

I didn't even know you were back.
derek
Yeah. I'm staying at the house. Got in yesterday afternoon.
anika

(off his outfit)

You're looking, um...different.
derek
Thank you. The new me.
He heads off. Anika turns to go, then turns back again.

anika

Derek? I owe you one.
derek
Yeah, well, I might just take you up on that sometime.
anika

Do that. 

Anika moves off, looking distinctly smitten.

fade out

END of TEASER

ACT ONE

fade in:

INT. MAGGIE, LAUREL AND MARK'S APARTMENT -- DAY

LAUREL stands at the kitchen counter, making a JOB WHEEL out of construction paper. MARK passes by on his way to the fridge, lightly ribbing her: 

mark

Cut and paste time? Want some crayons, too?
laurel
I'm making a job wheel so we can rotate household responsibilities.

MAGGIE enters with a cup of coffee.

maggie

You're not serious?

Laurel holds it up to show her. 

laurel
Yep. Here are our names and here are the jobs.
maggie

"Do the dishes. Clean the bathroom."
laurel
Yeah, you spin the wheel like so, and voila. Mark, you are on garbage duty.
mark
It's just like we were in kindergarten.
She sticks the wheel to the fridge.

laurel
Yeah, well, with the mess around here, it's hard to tell sometimes.
mark
When dishes get dirty, somebody washes them. It's not that hard to figure out.
laurel
Well, apparently, it is, because they never get done unless I do them.
mark
Then why don't you hire a cleaning lady?
laurel
I could, but I'm trying to save my money for university.
Maggie picks up on the underlying tension and makes light: 

maggie
Kids, kids, no fighting while I'm gone, okay?
mark
Yeah, I know you're saving your money for university, because otherwise, you'd be out of here by now.
Maggie grabs her coat and heads out the door.

laurel
Just 'cause I said we don't have a future together doesn't mean I want you out of my life. I assumed we could just keep living together as friends, because essentially, that's what we've been doing since I got back.
INT. SCHOOL – refreshment area -- DAY

WAYNE pursues BEKKA for information:

wayne

So you really kissed him?
bekka

Duh. We were making a movie. I mean, it was just acting.
wayne
I heard that you were playing serious tonsil hockey with Mark. Travis is pretty broken up over this.
bekka
Travis should get over himself.
She heads off to-- 

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- CONTINUOUS

TRAVIS, approaching from the opposite direction, ignores her.

bekka
Would you quit pouting? You're making a big deal out of nothing.

Travis keeps walking, passing Mark, who falls into step with him.

mark
Hey, buddy. You didn't return my phone calls.
travis
(dismissive)

Yeah. I've been busy.
mark
Okay, look, there is nothing going on with me and Bekka.
travis
(sullen)

Just drop it, okay?

Travis heads off. Mark watches him go and sighs.

INT. SCHOOL – corridor – further along -- DAY

Anika talks at another girl.

ANIKA

Tyler gives me nothing but attitude, he harasses me in the workplace, and then expects me to take him out for dinner? Thank God for Derek MacMahon.

ERIN approaches.

erin
Derek's back?

Anika ignores her

anika

You should have seen Tyler's face when Derek said he was going out with me.
erin
(taken aback)

You're not?
anika

Of course not. Derek was just rescuing me.
erin
That's what I thought. I mean, there's no way that Derek would really go out with you.
anika

(stung)

Why not?
erin
He's way out of your league.

(brightly)

You know, you really should have hung on to Tyler while you still had him. Your last chance to get a boyfriend before the prom, and you turned him down.
anika

Derek MacMahon would go out with me in a second.
erin
Right, and where would he take you, a four-star restaurant? Panache, maybe?
anika

Sure.
erin
I'll believe it when you show me the menu.
Erin sashays off. 

INT. JENNIFER'S GARAGE -- DAY

EDDIE sits, strumming his guitar, humming under his breath, then stops to transcribe some lyrics. JENNIFER enters from the house.

JENNIFER

Breakfast?
She hands him a muffin.

EDDIE

Hey. I thought you were at school.
JENNIFER

No. I slept in.
EDDIE

Rebel.
Jen meets his eyes and grins.

JENNIFER (cont’d)

Yeah. You're a bad influence on me.
There's a slight sizzle between them.

JENNIFER

So how's the song coming?
EDDIE

It's, uh...coming.
She looks at his song sheet.

JENNIFER

Yeah? You've got two lines.
EDDIE

You can't rush the creative process.
JENNIFER

(off paper)

"Whoa, baby, Yeah, baby"?
EDDIE

Hey, if you think you can do better, why don't you try writing it?
JENNIFER

Seriously?
INT. SCHOOL -- RADIO STUDIO -- DAY

STEVIE and SHANNON work on their projects. Stevie's working on her documentary.

stevie

So, I guess now we rent the U-Haul.

(off Shannon’s look)

It's an old joke. What do two lesbians do together after their first date?

Shannon's completely blank.

STEVIE (CONT'D)

They rent a U-haul, move in together.
SHANNON

Right.
stevie

Not that I'm suggesting we do that. Uh, actually, I was wondering if you wanted to go camping with me.
SHANNON

Camping?
stevie

That's another cliché, I know. Meet a girl, take her camping--tent, campfire, mosquitoes...
SHANNON

Where do you learn all this stuff?
stevie

(mock serious)

It's a course they make you take when you first come out--Lesbian Culture 101. What, you haven't taken it yet?
SHANNON

No, and I've never been camping.
stevie

Uh-oh. They're going to take your dyke card away.
SHANNON

Not unless you count church camp, but that involved heated cabins and flush toilets and no fooling around after lights out.

stevie

Oh…

SHANNON

(grins wickedly)

Oh. Not that I'm averse to fooling around, per se. 

Shannon gets up.

SHANNON (cont’d)

I'd better get to class. 

(kisses Stevie on the cheek)

See you. 

stevie

Bye.

TRACEY enters and stops short at the sight of them.

TRACEY

Am I interrupting something?
SHANNON

Uh, no. I was just leaving.
Shannon hurries out. Off Tracey.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Mark closes his locker and turns to find Wayne there.

WAYNE

I'm concerned about Travis. He's not himself. He joined us for the Litvak Sunday outing, but he wasn't really there, if you know what I mean.
mark
He's pretty upset about Bekka, you know. Give him a few of days. It'll probably blow over.
WAYNE

It's not just Bekka. He's been getting into trouble.
mark
(concerned)

What kind of trouble?
WAYNE

Leaving dirty dishes in the sink, not wiping down the shower.
mark
(give me a break)

That's it?
WAYNE

Not to mention breaking curfew. My parents like us to be in by nine.
Mark rolls his eyes. 

WAYNE (cont’d)

And he's failing math.
mark
What? He brought home something less than an A and your parents flipped?
WAYNE

D-minus, to be precise, and he's got a major test coming up in three days. It's worth 40% of the term. If he doesn't get it together, he's going to fail the year.
Off Mark.

INT. SCHOOL -- REFRESHMENT AREA -- DAY

Shannon sits working on something as Tracey approaches.

TRACEY

Hey! Hey, correct me if I'm wrong, but are you and Stevie now...
shannon
(blushing)

Yeah, well...
TRACEY

That's great. You guys are so cute together.
shannon
Thanks. I honestly didn't see this coming the other day when you asked.
TRACEY

Well, now that you really are together, will you do my show? Venus and Venus, Diversity In Dating.
shannon
(hesitates)

I don't know. I mean, this is all really new to me.
TRACEY

That's fine. You can talk about the honeymoon phase.
shannon
Honeymoon phase? 

(sardonic)

Oh yeah, that'd be great.
But Tracey misinterprets this as an actual "yes."

TRACEY

Yeah.
She heads off before Shannon can clarify.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Mark buttonholes Travis at his locker.

mark

You're flunking math?
Travis

Who told you that, Bekka?
mark

No, Wayne, and for the tenth time, I wasn't trying to make a move on her.
Travis

Yeah, right.
Travis storms off. Mark follows.

mark

Travis, how often do I lie to you?
Travis

Till now?
mark

I don't know what Bekka was doing. I was making a movie, and that's the truth.
Beat. Travis looks away, but for the first time, he's starting to drop the attitude. 

MARK (CONT'D)

Look, you don't want to blow your whole year on some girl.
Travis

(grudgingly)

I'm failing math because Mr. Curry hates my guts.
mark

So I'll talk to him.
Travis

(sharply)

No.
mark

Okay, then I'll I tutor you.
Travis

(skeptical)

You suck at math.
mark

I passed grade 10. 

(beat)

Come on, we'll meet tonight, hit the books, 8:00.
Off Travis.

INT. SCHOOL – refreshment area

Shannon and Jen walk and talk.

shannon
So your mom's okay with Eddie living there while she's away?
jennifer
Derek got home yesterday, and besides, we're just friends.
shannon
Yeah, that's what I kept saying about me and Stevie, and look what happened.
CRAIG arrives on the tail end of this, totally pumped.

craig
Hey, I just heard. That is way too cool. 

(to Jennifer)

Well, they're the first openly gay couple I've ever known.
jennifer
(lightly ribbing)

And of course, it's all about you.
craig
Seriously, I knew this was meant to be, and it's so great you're doing Tracey's radio show.
shannon
(sharply)

Whoa...what?
craig
Well, that's what Tracey's telling everyone.
A beat as this lands.

shannon
I'm going to kill her.

Off Craig and Jen as Shannon storms off.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- DAY

Maggie and Derek sit and talk as Anika approaches.

MAGGIE

(dryly)

Looking sharp.
Anika sidles up beside him, brightly interjecting:

anika
Clothes make the man.
MAGGIE

The last time I saw you looking like that, you were sitting in a courtroom.
derek
Well, that was the old me. This guy up on the rigs signed me up for self-improvement seminars online. It changed my life.
MAGGIE

(skeptical)

Yeah? Where have we heard this before?
anika
I really admire a guy who can take control of his own destiny.
derek
It's all about getting on the right path. Few people have the courage to face their mistakes and do that.
anika
Absolutely.
Derek looks at Anika, then turns back to Maggie.

derek
Hey, I was wondering, are you free tonight? I was thinking that we could get together.
MAGGIE

What, you thought we just might pick up where you left off? Even if you really have changed, some of us have moved on.
Anika quickly leaps to Derek's rescue:

anika
I'm free tonight, and I would love to hear more about your personal journey. It sounds so inspiring.
Maggie rolls her eyes, which only eggs Derek on.

derek
Why not? We could chat, have a few drinks.
anika
Dinner?
derek
Sure.
anika
Panache?
maggie
Like Derek could even afford that.
derek
Hey, I'm loaded these days. 

(to Anika)

Panache it is. I'll pick you up at seven.
anika
Okay.
He heads off. Maggie turns to Anika:

MAGGIE

What do you think you're doing?
anika
I'm going out with an attractive guy. You had your chance.
MAGGIE

I'd watch out if I were you. Derek's been trying to reinvent himself as long as I've known him.
But Anika's positively glowing.

fade out

END ACT ONE

ACT TWO

fade in:

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Mark's walking down the hall when Bekka intersects with him.

BEKKA

Mark...I can't believe all the gossip. Everyone's talking like we're having an affair when we were just acting.
mark
And we were just acting, right?
BEKKA

(quickly)

Well, of course. I mean, that's certainly what I was doing.
mark
(relieved)

Exactly. Me too. 

(suddenly realizing)

Hey, you're in grade 10 math. Can you show me where you guys are at? I'm tutoring Travis for the test.
BEKKA

You're such a great brother.
mark
(dryly)

Yeah, that's me.
She opens her text and flips through the pages. 

BEKKA

We're doing Polynomial Functions.

(hands him the book)

Here.
mark

(reading)

"Simplifying Radical Expressions Involving Binomial Denominators." 

Mark stares at the text, completely overwhelmed.

MARK (CONT'D)

Right. I know I learned this once.
Bekka sees a renewed opportunity.

BEKKA

I could always refresh your memory.
Mark hesitates. 

mark

Nice of you to offer, but--
BEKKA

Mr. Curry's been such a jerk. I can't believe he called Travis stupid in front of the whole class. 

(off his look)

Didn't he tell you?
This is the first Mark's heard. He's growing increasingly concerned.

mark

Well, maybe if you want to review the basic concepts--
BEKKA

Not a problem.
mark

Maybe I could stop by your house tonight?
BEKKA

(impulsively)

Or I could come by your place. 

(adding)

I've got a piano lesson till 6:30, and it's right around the corner from you.
mark

Sure. Sounds good. Thanks, Bekka. I really appreciate it.
BEKKA

(glowing)

Anything I can do to help.
Mark heads off. Bekka watches him go, the wheels starting to turn.

INT. SCHOOL – refreshment area – moments later

Mark continues along. Laurel intersects with him.

LAUREL

Hey, if you're heading home, don't forget to put out the garbage.
mark
Hello to you, too.
LAUREL

I was there earlier, and it's really starting to stink.
mark
So why didn't you put it out?
LAUREL

Because it's your turn this week.
mark
You're not serious about that job wheel?
LAUREL

Okay, if we’re going to make this living arrangement work, we need some kind of system.
mark
I don't have time for this right now. I've got to go and learn some math so I can tutor Travis tonight so he doesn't flunk his year.
LAUREL

Okay, all I'm saying is that you need to pitch in and do your part.
mark
You should know by now if you want me to do something, don't nag.
LAUREL

(flaring)

I am not nagging.
mark
(enjoying this)

Listen to yourself.
LAUREL

I am not.
She heads off. Off Mark.

INT. SCHOOL -- CORRIDOR -- day

Shannon finds Tracey at her locker.

SHANNON

Tracey, what have you been telling people? I never said we'd do your radio show.
tracey

Yes, you did.
They moved down the corridor together.

SHANNON

(frustrated)

I haven't even mentioned it to Stevie yet. There's no way we're doing it now.
tracey

I know. 

(off her surprise)

I was just talking to Mr. Ravenson. He'd caught the buzz about the lesbian thing and told me no way, or he's shutting down the whole show.
SHANNON

(taken aback)

What?
tracey

He doesn't think it's appropriate.
SHANNON

But it's me. I'm on the Honour Roll. He singled me out personally at the Awards assembly.
tracey

(shrugs)

He's the Vice Principal.

Off Shannon.

INT. MAGGIE, LAUREL AND MARK'S APARTMENT -- NIGHT

Mark's in the kitchen pouring two glasses of pop while Bekka looks on. 

BEKKA

What's that smell?
mark
It's the garbage. I guess no one put it out yet.
Bekka points out the job wheel on the fridge.

BEKKA

According to this, that's your job.
mark
Yeah, well, Laurel and I are having an ongoing dispute about that.
BEKKA

Wow. It must be hard still living together after everything.
Mark takes his glass and heads for the living area, where Bekka's MATH BOOKS are spread open over the coffee table. He sinks on the couch.

mark
(awkwardly)

Yeah, well, what can you do?
(beat)

Are you cold? I got the door open to air out the place.
Bekka enters the room.

BEKKA

No, I'm fine. 

She peels her sweater off, revealing a tighter sweater underneath.

BEKKA (cont’d)

In fact, it's getting kind of hot in here.

A beat as Mark takes her in. The effect isn't lost on him. She sits next to Mark on the sofa. He hastily picks up the math text.

mark
So why don't you show me that polynomial thing again? Travis will be home in, like, half an hour.
BEKKA

Sure. 

(beat; hesitates)

Uh, look, Mark...I just wanted to say, when we kissed the other day?
mark
When we were just acting?
BEKKA

That's the thing. 

(beat; taking the plunge)

Maybe I wasn't being completely honest about that.
mark
Bekka, look, you're a sweet kid, really, but we've got to be straight on one thing here, and that's--
Travis walks in, stopping dead at the sight of them together on the couch.

travis
Isn't this cozy?
BEKKA

Don't you knock?
mark
You're early, man.
travis
I can't believe you guys.
mark
Travis, Bekka was just tutoring me.
travis
Tutoring?
BEKKA

Look, I'm helping Mark so he can help you.
travis
I don't need your help.
Travis leaves.

INT. JENNIFER'S GARAGE -- NIGHT

Eddie sits on the couch, strumming his guitar, improvising a tune to go along with Jen's lyrics. Jen sits next to him, looking on as he sings:

eddie (singing)

Never knew how much I need you just to keep those fears at bay 
A beat. Jen looks to Eddie.

JENNIFER

So what do you think?
eddie
I think you're still pretty hung up on Chris.
JENNIFER

What do you mean?
eddie
It's obvious you're still pining for the guy.
JENNIFER

Uh, actually, it's about my dad.
eddie
(taken aback)

No way. 

(rereading the lyrics)

Wow. How'd I miss that?
JENNIFER

(playing flip)

It's all right. He died when I was, like, 12, so you'd think I'd be over it by now.
But clearly she's feeling more vulnerable than she's letting on. He puts down his guitar.

eddie
You've never really talked about him that much, I mean, you know, other than the fact that he loved old blues.
JENNIFER

Yeah...old blues, old cars, baseball...

(beat)

he was a huge Mariners fan.

She meets his eyes, and musters a sad smile. It's an intimate moment

JENNIFER (cont’d)

Even when he was so sick he could hardly sit up, he'd switch on the game, and Derek and I would crawl up next to him, and we'd all watch the game together on his hospital TV. He didn't have any hair left by then. He'd already been through three courses of chemo.
eddie
Oh, man.
jennifer
The thing about Dad was...he was such a relaxed, easy guy, right to the end. If he was scared about dying, he never let on.
eddie
You must really miss him.
jennifer
Yeah. 

(long beat)

I think about him every day.

Eddie takes her hand.

INT. CAPTAIN JAVA -- NIGHT

Laurel vents to Maggie at the counter:

LAUREL

Mark still hasn't taken out the garbage. You know, I think he's doing it just to punish me.
maggie
Maybe he just forgot.
LAUREL

No. I think that you need to talk to him, because he's not listening to me.
maggie
I don't know if that's such a good idea. I'm feeling kind of stuck in the middle.
LAUREL

Okay, well, we need to have a house meeting, just the three of us.
Maggie moves off. CHRIS moves next to Laurel He's overheard the exchange. 

chris
You and Deosdade still living together?
LAUREL

Yeah, we're trying.
chris
Power to you. I know I couldn't do it. Jen and I haven't exchanged more than two words since we broke up.
LAUREL

Well, we are both mature adults. Surely we should be able to live under the same roof as roommates.
chris
That's a nice sentiment, but it never works.

Chris moves off.

LAUREL

Well, we can at least try.
Just then, Travis arrives, a black cloud over his head. Laurel's surprised to see him.

LAUREL (CONT'D)

Hey. What are you doing here? I thought Mark was tutoring you.
travis

So did I, but he got busy.

(bleak laugh)

Looks like we finally have something in common--my ex-girlfriend and your ex-boyfriend.

Travis moves off.

LAUREL

What?
Derek and Anika come in following their date. Anika is dressed to the nines and looking highly disappointed.

derek
That card should have gone through. I don't know what happened.
anika
You humiliated me in Vancouver's classiest restaurant, that's what happened. Good thing I had my dad's credit card with me, otherwise we'd be back there doing dishes.
derek
I'm sure Maggie'll spot me the cash.

He heads for the counter, where KEVIN is picking up a coffee.

derek
Where the hell is she?
kevin
Maggie? She went home a while ago.
derek
Aw, Great.
Derek heads for the payphone at the back.

anika
What are you doing?
derek
Calling a friend. Do you got a quarter?
Anika rolls her eyes and fishes a quarter out of her purse.

anika
You now owe me $198.25.
He inserts the quarter in the phone and dials.

derek
Yeah, well, you had to order the most expensive stuff on the menu.
anika
Excuse me. I was under the impression that you were loaded. [busy signal]
derek
(off phone)

Ooh, busy.
He slams down the phone and heads to a table. Anika follows.

anika

So now what?
derek
Now we sit and wait. I'd offer you a coffee, but--
anika

But you don't have two cents to rub together.
derek
It's not my fault, all right? 

(catching himself)

Sorry, sorry. That's the old me. 

(taking a deep breath)

“I take full responsibility for my actions.”
He meets Anika's eyes.

DEREK (CONT'D)

I will pay you back as soon as I get the cash. I got this line on an old emerald mine up north. I brought back a sample. All you've got to do is find the right buyer.
anika

Emerald mine?
derek
Yeah, yeah. My buddy got in on the ground floor, and he optioned me some shares. That's why I'm a little tight for cash right now.
anika

Maggie was right. You're all talk.
She gets up and heads for the door. 

derek
Where are you going?
anika

Home.
derek
Look, I'll drive you home. Just lend me some money for gas.
anika

Do I have "idiot" tattooed on my forehead?
She heads out. 

INT. MAGGIE, LAUREL AND MARK'S APARTMENT -- night

Laurel and Mark in the living area:

MARK

(defensive)

And what business is it of yours?
laurel
Absolutely none.
MARK

Well, then?

laurel
But I'm just trying to get this straight. Bekka came to tutor you, a grade 12, at home, so you can tutor Travis?
Maggie watches on from the sidelines.

mark
She was at a piano lesson around the corner.
laurel
Oh yeah, and my name's J.Lo.
mark
You don't actually think I was coming on to her?
laurel
No, no, no, she was coming on to you. The story of your life--beautiful women throwing themselves at you.
mark
And guys don't come on to you?
laurel
I don't entertain 15-year-olds in our living room.
maggie
Guys, let's just be adults about this, okay?
laurel
Tell him that, not me.
mark
Oh, come on.
maggie
Hey! 

Maggie's tone shocks them into silence. 

maggie (cont’d)
Let's all sit down and take a few deep breaths.
laurel
We can't keep living like this.
mark
Tell me about it.
laurel
We have to do something, and the sooner, the better.
mark
What are you suggesting?
laurel
Well, this apartment's kind of small for three people.
mark
That's for sure.
laurel
And we'd all be a lot happier if we weren't on top of each another all the time.
mark
Absolutely.
laurel
Plus Maggie's been feeling stuck in the middle, right, Maggie?
maggie
(on the spot)

I don't like to complain, but yeah, it's been kind of hard.
laurel
Right, so we're all in agreement that someone needs to move out, and it should be Mark.
mark
Well, that's your opinion.
laurel
Maggie?
maggie
Look, don't make me choose.
laurel
I don't think it's much of a choice.
maggie

(to Laurel)

Well, of the three of us, you're the only one that can actually afford her own place...
Laurel looks at her, stunned.

maggie (cont’d)
But if one of us has to go...
laurel
This is my apartment. I found this place.
maggie
Yeah, but it's my name on the lease. 

(beat, reluctantly)

I hate to pick favourites, but I actually prefer Mark as a roommate. 
They exchange looks silently.

ON LAUREL --

INT. JENNIFER'S GARAGE -- NIGHT

Eddie and Jen sit together on the couch. Jen sings her song, while Eddie accompanies on guitar:

JENNIFER (singing)

The one thing I remember is how you kissed my tears away 

Never knew how much I need you just to keep these fears at bay 

Seems my world is filled with darkness…
She exchanges a smile with Eddie, who joins her. 

JENNIFER & eddie (singing)

That no one else can see

Won't you come back and bring the sunshine?

Won't you come back and shine on me?

Slowly, Jen leans in and kisses gently. He responds with a much more passionate kiss.

fade out

end of act two

END of EPISODE
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